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An Epiftle to be Communicated to 
Friends, & tobe readin the Fear of the Lord = 
in their Womens Meetings, and @ 
other Meetings only among Friends, as @ 
they ine 16 Wi {dom of Godfhall fee meet 
and fervicéable. 


FRIENDS, 
Hereas it hath pleafed the Lord in the 
AX/ — unfpeakable Riches of his Mercy, to vi- 
¥ ..¥ fita Reninant in his Love,-and to meet 
, with us in a Way where we expected him not, when 
we were wandriag from Mountain toHill,and chufing 
our own Ways, feeking the Living amongft the Dead ; 
yea, when we had long thts*wearied our felves, and 
almoft difpaired@f finding what we fought, but were 
faying in our felves, whafball afcend up, or defcenddawn — 
- for us,te bring that to us, without which our tmmortal Souls — 
can find no Reft Evenin that time isthe Lord appeare 
ed, not as a God afar off, buta God near, evenin our. 
Hearts is he appeared through the Light of his Son, 
‘and thereby opea’d he our Hearts and Underftandings, 
according to his divine Wifdem, who knew every 
State and every ones. Neceffity ; and he became 
88 a Pillarof a Cloud by Day,and as a Pillar ef Fire by 
~ Night unto all fuch as imbraced and received his Ap- 
pearance, and followed him faithfully , yea, he be- 
came as a wad of fire round about them whe did whole. 
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Jy puttheirtruftinhim. And thus ha 

-usto bea people, were once as {cattered Sheep 

that knew not the true Shepherd; amd hath made us 

as Firftlings upon-his holy Mountain, that we might _ 

-beas Lights and Leaders to the next Cenerations ; and — 

many are fo.in the Sight of the Lord and his Anoist- 
ed, andare fo feltand known among hisPeople, 


Y 
. 


- And feeing weare called to be as Firftlings and Eix- 


amples to the Generations that are coming after us, it 
is highly needful that we watch diligently inthe Fear 
and Wifdom of God, that nething may be, nor remain. 
“anaorg us as an Old Leaven, to grieve and burden the 
Redeemed, norto be an Occafion of Evil Example to 


the Young Ones that are coming up after us: And 
confidering that it is every ones Duty to be faithful in 


_ their Meafures, and not to put chat under a Bufbel 
_ which is manifefted from the Lord, burto bring it 
_ forth in the true Love of God, and Faithfulnefs to each 


other, tothe edifying and building up, and tothe A- 
mendment and Admonition of thofe concerned, and 


that all Caufes of Stumbling might be removed, and — 
that we might not leave a. Hoof in Egypt, but 


might all follow the Lamb asthe Redeemed of the Lord 
together; and being Wathed, Sanétified and Born a- 


gain, might come to fing the New Song, withthe 
New Name in our Foreheads, and Hallelujahs in our 


Mouths, Amen, Amen, 


For thefe good Endsit isin my heart tofignifie thefe 
two things, that at the prefent are principally upon — 


me, which I have borna weight concerning for feve- 


ral years, and did hope that fomeelder and fitter might 


feel the like Weight, and bring forth a Teftimony con- 


cerning the fame, whereupon I have forborn as long 


as well Idurft ; but now finding that I am norclear- 


ath he gathered 
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ed of the Matt 


tine r, but tharin a freth living Senfe itis 
renewed in me, I dare not longer forbear to write the 


things that are upon my. Spirit in thefe two Particu- 


lars, and recommend the fame unto.God’'s Wirne(s in 
all Confciences, 


The fir thing that lies before me is, concerning the 


bringing upof our Children, which is @ very weighty 


Concern; and every one that hath the bringing up of 
Children will have very much to anfwer for,if they 
do not quit themfelves as before the Lord in all Dik- 


gence and Faithfulnefs ; they are God’s Creatures, 


and given to Parents as a Gift from him, upon whom 


they are to improve their utmoft Diligence, that they- 


may grow up inthe Fear of God; and that Parents 
fhould not over-look things in their Children through 
fond Affe€tion, which they know by the Light of Je- 


tobe evil and bad; neither {peak tothem in 


der Reproof,as Eli did to his Soss, but from their youth 


upwards to fet before their Eyes the Weight & Dan- 


ger oftheir Iniquity, and that ina Holy Zeal,as for the 
Lord, and ima deep fenle of his holy Pewer, fecking 
in their young years toreach the Witnefs of God in 
them, and above all thiags, to be a Good Example to 
them ia all things, orelfe we break downin them that 
_ which we feek to build up; for how can we build them’ 
up inthe Faith, except we fo ftand in the Faith as to 
obtain the Victory in our felves? and how can we 
bring their Minds to theLight of Jefus,except we walk 


init ? Neither ought any one to be bitter totheir Chil. . 


_drea, nor to require more of them then we know they 
are of Ability to perform; and when they fall fhort of 
their Duty, not to Correct them in our own Wills,nor 


ina Wrathful Angry Mind ; for that Mind is it {elf for 
Corre&tion; but on the contrary, to 
the. 
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_ ats tout and ftubborn 


the Rod of a gentle Chaftizement, in the Fear of God » 


to bow their own ftubborn Wills,and fo comes the Wit- 
nefsinthemtobe reached, and they grow fenfible in 


themfelves that the Rod hath been a Help to them, and 
come to feelfa Leve and Uaity with them that Rave fo 


helped them, while their Minds are kept to the Truth, 


And feeing we are as a City. fet Hill, and as 
Fore-runmers and Leaders tothe next Generations, where 


and in what fhould the Pattern of our Godly Lives 


more appear and fhine forth, then to the Innocent _ 


Children of our own Birth and Generation, which 


are committed to us asa particular Charge and Mini- 


ftry, from their time of greateft Ianocency upwards, | 


to whom we are bound by the Band of Nature, and by- _ 
the Ordinance of God, to take Care over, and to bri 


up in his pure Fear, in all Wifdom, Difcretion and 


Watchfulnefs, that we may be 4 good Savour inthem and 
tothem, whether it be unto Life, if they be Obedient, or’ 
unto Condemnation, if they become*Rebellious ? But alas ! 
(with a great grief of {pirit I write it) here is a great 
want and fhortuefs in many profeffing Truth (Lipeak 
not ofall) for firft, they receive not their Children 
from the Lord, in the Faith,as his Gift, neither do they 
offer them up again to him in theipthearts, as being his, _ 
but feeing their own Likenefs brought forth, imbrace 
it as theirown, and nourifh itup in the fe/f-love, 


their /ives being bound up inthe childres, every Ap- 


pearance of fickne{s or death is as adeath tothe Parents ; 
and accordingly if the Child grow up tillits perverfe 
and crooked Will begins to appear, then isthe Father 
(and for the moft part, moft of all the Mother) afraid 


. to give it due Correétion, fearing left the Child fhould 


be grieved and vexed,and perhaps grow fick, yea,per- 
haps dye, if it fhould be corre&ted to the breaking of 
Will; and whatis this but Un- 


belies: 
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belief and Self-love in fuch Parents? but when Parents 
receive & poffefs their Children in the Faith, then the 


- Light rulesin the Parents, and that gives daily wifdom 


torule the Children in God's wifdom; but when flefly 
affection rules, what milerable déforder doth it bring 


forth, even amongft them that profefs truth? and ma- 
ny times their children grow. worfe then many inthe — 
world, and that which 1s moft to be lamented it happens — 


fometimes, that the Pareats have not quit themfelves as 


they ought,por fully clear'd themfelves of their Blood fothat 
there lies a Guilt upon the Parents, and an Cffence and 


_ tumbling in the minds of the Children, when they. 


come to years, and tofee how their Parents Care was 


not over them as it ought to have been: Oh, that none 
among us might be found guilty in this matter, buc 
that every Friend would be diligent-to keep a Good 
Confcience in the fight of Ged, that our Chijdren may 


have a bleffed Remembrance of us when we come tobe 


taken fromthem, and they come to be in our ftate and 


condition, and that the Remembrance of our dealing 


with them may be as a good Pattern to them, and {fo 
from Generation to Generation, to the Honour and ~ 


Glory of him who firft called us,and to the edifying of 


them in the Faith,and to our Joy and everlakting Com- 


The fecond thing that lies as a weight upon me, — 


and have done for feveral Years, is concerning the 
manner of Trading that is prattifed by feveral profel- 
fing the pure Principle of Truth,both Merchants and 


Shop-keepers, and other Trades-meii, who take too 
much Liberty in gettiag and borowing Money of o- | 


thers to inlarge their Trading in the World, beyond. 
what Truth allows: When firft felt the weight of | 
this | - 
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_ this mateer upon mia, prefenely dom 
Affairs, and took fuch acourfeas to prevent’all peril 
of any Body fufferiag by me, however things might 
happen; andthe fame courfe did our Brethren take, 
who lived in thefe parts, they feeling the weight of 
the matter upon them as well asI; fothat wecamcto 
fit every one as under our own Fig-tree, being fatis- 
fied that if we came to fuffer lofs in our outward 


y examined my own 


( y 


things, whether for our Teftimony, or by War, or 
by Sca, we fhould lofe but our own: But many I find 


to be otherwife minded , who out of a greedy, 


though uncertain Hope of Profit, gets that which ts 0- 
ther Mens into their Hands; asd when they {ee 


chirigs goes not according to their Expetations, but 


that Lofies and Croffes bappensin their Trading, are 
not io faithful and open hearted to let their Creditors 


know thereof, but rather goes on, fetting them- 
felves at Rafejand takes a large Liberty in their Houfe- 


keeping and Expences, as if all that is under their 


Hands were theirown, and this laftsa while, until 
not only their own, but other mens Eftates are fpent: 
— alfo, and all che while under a fhew of Profeffion, al- 


though all uprightnefs, and fear of God, and regard 


to make a righteous Account with men be loft; thefe 


-areaftiak among men, and a fhame to their Profef- 


fion: And this Evil increafeth daily in fome parts of 


this Nation, where many young Ones, brought up 
among us, and hath little to begin withal, upon the 


Reputation of Truth dares.toadventure upon,and get. 
Credits,and fet themfelves in a high pofture of Trad- — 
ing, Houfe-keeping, and Expences. And fome that 


are Ancient Profefiors of Truth, and fhould watch 


over them, and Counfel aad Bridle them with tle 
Bridle ot Truth and Righteoufhe(s, in the Power and 
Wifldom 
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Wifdom of God, they are fo incumbred with great 
+ Dealings, and great Debts, and Credits, and Adven- 

_ tures, both of what is their own and other mens, 
that they are not without Peril and Danger of falling 
{hort at onetime orother, if lofs at Sea, or {poiling 

of Goods for their Teftimony fhould happen to them- 
felves ; &in the mean time that Godly care and jealou- 
‘fie isnot taken by fuch ever the younger fort as it 
—oughtto be; butfomeruns on without fear of God, — 
upright Communication of their State and Condi- 
tion unto found and faithful weighty Friends (andes 
{pecially to fuch, whom they have made to be con- 
cerned intheir Concerns) as they ought todo from 
to time, that it might ftandintheirchoice, whe- 
 therthey would be longer concerned with them or 
not; whichis but a righteous and juft ching, that eve- 
ry Creditor ought to keep,not only the Propriety, but | 
the Command of what is his own, to ask it and re- 
ceive it, whenhe fees caufe, and not to be beguiled: 
by great fhew’s, as if the Debtor were ina good Con- 
dition as to his outward Eftate, when indeed its very 
_ bad: But fuch do like this World, firft feek the King. 
of this World under a Profeflion of Truth: But. 
if the Kingdom ofHeaven were firft fought,as it ought — 
to be, then every one would fink down in the fear of 
oe God, to feel him leading them and ordering their 
Trading and Merchandize ia fuje€tion to his Will,” 
135 14,15. nom, ye that fay to day 07 to mor- 
row, Wewill go into aCity, and continue there aYear, 
aud buy snd fel, and get Gain; whereas ye khow not what 
fball be on the morrow: For what is your Life, it is 
| evenaVapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 
*_ yanifheth away. For that ye ought to fay, If the the Lord: 
will, we foal live and do this or that. And pottogoon 
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-intheir own Wills, adventuring the E th 
without their knewledge or conient ; when they them- 
felves knows well enough,thatifthe Adventures fail, | 
their Security muff fail alfo, Oh! how.manyWid- 
dows.and Orphans, Old and Weak-are there oppréfied 

-and wronged by thefe things? Doth notfuchthink 
believe thatthe Want, Poverty, and-Cry of thefe 

will bring down Vengeance from the Righteous God? 
orthink they not, that God will vific for thefe things — 

for his pretious Truth and Names-fake, and for the 
Cry of the Oprefled? yea, affuredly he will plead their 
Caufe, and will disburthen and clear his Truth and 
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ftates of others : 


People of them,& their unrighteous Deeds together. _ 


Isit not our duty, both Old and Young, to fet our 


Affiirs in fuch a pofture, as that we may be out of 


danger that any Body fhould fuffer by us, while we in 
the mean time onlyaim at our own profit & advantage. 
Oh, let the Truth here be judge, and then I know the 


Elder Friends will labour to quit themfelves in this - 
matter, and fo have pewer to put aftop and bridle to 
fuch young Ones as takes this courfe, or elfe the. peril - 
and reproach of both will lie at their Door ina great. 
meafure. Oh! thata holy Zeal may increafe in ma.— 


ny Hearts for the removing of this great Evil, and let 


go the eager defire of great profit; and every one to 
be content with his own, and ferve the Lerd and his | 


Truth therewith according to his Ability, (and if he 
-pleafe, he will increafe it) And take care of the youn- 
ger fort, and become good Examples to them in this 
matter, that the ftink of offences in this kind may be 


ftopped, and the Truth of God may profper and flow. | 


uh more and more, Amex. 


Colchefter the 29th of Derik 
the Oth Moan.1677.§ ge 
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